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3. Buddher Bhisa (The Language of the Buddha)

After Enlightenment the Buddha delivered his fist discourse at shipatana, present Samith, o
his former five disciples popularly known as Panchvargiye Bhkkhus. Tht discourse is popularly
known as Dhammachabkapabbatan sutta. Since then for 43 years without any rest te Buddha
preaches his Dhamma up to th time of his lastbreath, Entie teaching is preserved i the form of
Tripilaka. He founded his Samgha at shipatana and at a tme number of Arahant monks discples
reached up o 60, He asked his disciples not to take rest n any place for ong time but to preach
his dhamma, which is good in the beginning, good in the middle and even good in the end. He
asked the monk not o follow one and the same way but to take different way to reach different
directions. At one stage some monks who were. from Brahmin familis, with all traditional
teaching preserved in Chandas language. In order to preserve the purity of the Buddha Vachana
thought 1o, preserve those Buddha vachana in their Chandas language only. With this idea n the
mind those two Brahmin Bhukkhus went to the Buddha and sought the permission o put his
teaching into Chandes language siead of preaching in local or regional language. The Buddha
immediately rejected their proposal and asked them, and the Sangha as well, to preach his



Dhamma in own language (Sekaaya niruttiyaa). The term sakd nivuti has been imterpreted by
different scholar n different ways, contradicting each other and creating more confuision among
the student rescarchers of the present time. In order to remove this confusion the author of this
book Bk Satyapala has wrtten this book on the basi of the origial sources that i Pal
Trpitaka lferaure, which 15 regarded as eariest Buddhist seriptures In order to prove. his
statements he has quoted several Pal quotations from the Pitik lteraure and the commentarics.

The author of this book is ofthe opinion that although Buddha was bom in Lumbinias a
baby but his actual birh place was Urvela, situated at Magadha Kingdom, the place where he
attaimed Sambodhi, Before attainment of his Sambodki he spent maximum time in Magacha
region for many years, and after attainment of his Sambodhi he also spent maximum years o
Magadha region. AL the early stage of preaching dhamma maximum numbers of his followers
were from the Magacha kingdom. The first king who became disciple of the Buddha was also
from Magadha,his name was Bimbisira,

The middle land (Majjhimadesa) of the time of the Buddha was dvided nto meny
Janapadas, among those, Magadha was one of the most prominen and powerful Janapada. It is
needless to mention here that apart from Sanskert language each Janapada had several regional



languages. Those non-Sanskrt egional languages were collectively known as Prakeit language
Sanskritlanguage was highly grammertize and omamented one. This language was used only in
intiutions and the royal offces controlled by the Brahmin and very few educated persons. Ther
nercentage may be $% to 8%, and rest 95% peaple ofthe ol Janepada because of many reasons
especially eligious rgidity, could not use Sanskrit, The common men were not allowed o eam
Sanskrit, So, the majority of the populations were compelled to use a language totally dfferent
from Sanskrit, that which is very natural to them, This language was Prékeit language. Some
scholars think that the Buddha did not know Sanskrit language 5o he rejected it Some thought
thathe Buddha was ant-vedic therefre he rejected Sanskeit, The Buddna was well versed in
Sanskeit then why he rejected the Sanskt or Chandas language. He rejectéd the Sanskeit or the
Chandas language because it was out of reach of common people. Like other Janapadas, the
people of Magadha they have several options of language, like Sanskrit and the Prikrt. Among
the Prakrit language, Magadhi and Archa-Magadhi were the popular one. Out of this two Prikr
language and Ardha-Magadhi was already used by Jainas for preaching their religion. This
Ardha-Magachi language was a kind of difficul language than the Magachi. So, the Buddha has
only one options {o avoid the Sansknt on the one hand and Ardha-Magadhi on the other, they
being difficult. So, the Buddha was left with one choice. He had avoided both extreme and



difficult anguages. He adopted Magadhi language which wes the more popular language of the
eaple of Magadh. Moreover, Magadhi language was lso populer in other surrounding
Janapadas such as Vaishali, Champa, Kosala, etc. and when the Budcha mentions sakd mirut i
means the Magadhi mirut only. He had no intention to introduce a new language to preach his
dhamma, because this would create a new problem to the listener in leaming and understanding
the dhamma.

Moreover, he never uses the language of his own family, own Sakkeyan family, When
Buddha mentions Sakd mirut 1 refors to the language of the Buddhas. ANl the Buddhas use
Magadhi language; they preach the dhamma in Magadhi language of thei respective time, Out
of six great councis the finalzed and approve the Tripitake as the Buddha vachang, the first and
the third council were held in Magadha, firt one was in Rejagreha and the thind one was in
Pataliputra, whereas the second one was held in Vaishali. Entire Tripitakas were compiled i
Magadhi language and that continued in oral traditions. Latter on, the lterature wrifen in
Magadhi language came to be known as Pali language, since it has profected the Buddha
vachana in true and pure form, This i them of the text,



“ ‘Vberever the Buddha’s teachings have flourished,

either in cities or countrysides,
people would gain inconceivable benelits.
The Iand and people would be enveloped in peace.
The sun and moon will shine clear and bright.
Wind and rain would appear accordingly,
and there will be no disasters.
Nations would be prosperous
and there would be no use for soldiers or weapons.
People would abide by morality and accord with Iaws.
They would be courteous and humble,
and everyone would be content without injustices.
There would be no thefts or violence.
The strong would not dominate the weak

and everyone would get their fair share.”

~THE BUDDHA SPEAKS OF
THE INFINITE LIFE SUTRA OF
ADORNMENT, PURITY, EQUALITY
AND ENLIGHTENMENT OF
THE MAHAYANA SCHOOL~



With bad advisors forever left behind,
From paths of evil he departs for eternity,
Soon to see the Buddha of Limitless Light

And perfect Samantabhadra's Supreme Vows.

The supreme and endless blessings
of Samantabhadra's deeds,
I now universally transfer.
May every living being, drowning and adrift,
Soon return to the Pure Land of Limitless Light!

2k The Vows of Samantabhadra =

I vow that when my life approaches its end,
All obstructions will be swept away;
I will see Amitabha Buddha,
And be born in His Western Pure Land of
Ultimate Bliss and Peace.

When reborn in the Western Pure Land,
I will perfect and completely fulfill
Without exception these Great Vows,
To delight and benefit all beings.

%k The Vows of Samantabhadra Avatamsaka Sutra %



DEDICATION OF MERIT

May the merit and virtue
accrued from this work
adorn Amitabha Buddha’s Pure Land,
repay the four great kindnesses above,
and relieve the suffering of
those on the three paths below.
May those who see or hear of these efforts
generate Bodhi-mind,
spend their lives devoted to the Buddha Dharma,
and finally be reborn together in
the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
Homage to Amita Buddha!

NAMO AMITABHA
o & 7 38 e 1
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